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ROM. vii. 12. 


Wherefore the Law is holy, and the 
Commandment holy and guſt and good. 


I. NEA Erhaps there are few Subjects within 


N p s the whole Compaſs of Religion, ſo 
little underſtood at this. Tne Rea- 
MA der of this Epiſtle is uſually told, by 

the Law St. Paul means the Jewtith 
Law : And ſo apprehending himſelf to have no 
Concern therewith, paſſes on without farther , 
Thought about it. Indeed ſome are not ſatisfied 
with this Account: But obſerving the Epiſtle is 
directed to the Romans, thence infer, that the Apo- 
ſtle in the Beginning of this Chapter, alludes to 
the old Roman Lau. But as they have na more 


\ Concern with this, than with the Ceremonial Lato 


* 


of Moſes, fo they ſpend not much "Thought, on 
what they ſuppoſe is occaſionally mentioned, bare- 
ly to illuftrate another Thing. 

2. But a careful Obſerver of the Apoſtle's Diſ- 
courſe, will not be content with theſe ſlight Ex- 
plications of it. And the more he weighs the 
Words, the more convinced he will be, that St. 
Paul by the Law mentioned in this Chapter, does 
not mean either the antient Law of Pome, or the 
ceremonial Law of Mees. This will clearly ap- 
pear to all who attentively conſider the Tenor of 
his Diſcourſe. He begins the Chapter, Know 


A 3 Ye 
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ye not, Brethren (for I ſpeak to them that know the 
„to them who have been inſtructed therein 
from their Youth) That the Law hath Dominion 
over a Man, as long as he liveth® v. 1. (What 
the Law of Rome only, or the ceremonial Law! 
No ſurely ; but the moral Law) for, to give a 
plain Inſtance, the Woman that hath an Huſband, 
3s bound by the (moral) Law to her Huſband as long 
as he lrveth.Þ But if her Huſband be dead, ſbe is 
leoſed from the Law of her Huſband. v. 2. So then, 
if while her huſband liveth, ſhe be married to ano- 
ther Man, ſhe ſhall be called an Adultereſs : But ix 
her Huſband be dead, ſbe is free from that Law, ſo 
that ſhe is no Adultereſs, tho” ſhe be married to ano- 
ther Man. v. 3. From this particular Inſtance 
the Apoſtle proceeds to draw that general Con- 
cluſion. Wherefore, my Brethren, by a plain Parity 
of Reaſon, ye alſo are become dead to the Law, the 
whole Moſaic Inſtitution, by the Body of Chrisi 
offered for you, and bringing you under a new 
Diſpenſation : That ye ſhould without any Blame 
be married to another, even to him who is raiſed from 
{ the Dead, and hath thereby given Proof of his 
| Authority to make the Change, that ye ſhould 
i bring forth Fruit unto GOD. v. 4. And this we 


can now, Whereas before we could not: For 
when we were in the Fleſb, under the Power of the 

| Fleſh, that is, of corrupt Nature, (which was 
| neceſſarily the Caſe till we knew the Power of 
Chriſt's RefurreQion) the Motions of Sins, which 


were by the Law, which were ſhewn and inflamed 
| by the Meſaic Law, not conquered, did work in 
| our Members, broke out various Ways, to bring 
| forth Fruit unto Death. v. 5. But now we are 
| delivered from the Law, from that whole moral as 
j s well 


os 


well as ceremonial Economy; that being dead 
whereby we were held : That intire Inſtitution be- 
ing now as it were dead, and having no more- 
Authority over us, than the Huſband when dead 
hath over his Wife: That we ſhould ſerve him who 
died for us and roſe again, in 5 of Spirit, 
in a new ſpiritual Diſpenſation, and not in the 
Olaneſs of the Letter, v. 6. with a bare outward: 
Service, according to the Letter of the Moſaic In- 
ſtitution. 

3. The Apoſtle having gone thus far, in prov- 


ing that the Chriſtian had ſet afide the Jewiſty 


Diſpenſation, and that the moral Law itſelf, tho” 
it could never paſs away, yet ſtood on a different 
Foundation from what it did before, now ſtops 
to propoſe and anſwer an Objection. What ſpall 


de ſay then? Is the Law Sin? So ſome might in- 


fer from a Miſapprehenſion of thoſe Words, the 
Motions of Sin which wers by the Lew. 60D 


forbid ! faith the Apoſtle, that we ſhould fay fo. 


Nay, the Law is an irreconcileable Enemy to 
Sin; ſearching it out wherever it is. I had not 
known Sin but by the Law. I had not known Lui, 
evil Deſire to be Sin, except the Law had ſaid, 
Thou ſhalt not covet, v. 7. After opening this 
farther in the feur following Verſes, he ſubjoins 
this general Concluſion, with regard more eſpe- 
cially to the moral Law, from which the pre- 
ceding Inſtance was taken: J/herefore the Law is- . 


Holy, and the Commanament holy and juſt and good. 


4. In order to explain and inforce theſe deep 
Words, ſo little regarded, becauſe fo: little un- 
derſtocd, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, Firſt; The 
Original. of this Law, Secondly, The Nature 


thereof; 


5 RE 


thereof; Thirdly, The Properties, that it is holy 
and juſt and good, and Fourthly, the Uſes of it. 


I. 1. I ſhall, Firſt, endeavour to ſhew the 
Original of the moral Law, often called the Law, 
by Way of Eminence. Now this is not, as ſome 
may poſſibly have imagined,. of ſo late an Inſti- 
tution as the Time of Moſes, Neah declared it 
to Men long before that Time, and Enoch before 
him. But we may trace its Original higher ſtill, 
even beyond the Foundation of the World, to that 


Period, unknown indeed to Men, but doubtleſs. 


inrolled in the Annals of Eternity, when the 
morning Stars firſt ſang together, being newly call- 
ed into Exiſtence. It pleaſed the great Creatorto- 
make theſe his firſt born Sons, intelligent Beings, 
that they might know him that created them. 
For this End he endued them with Underftand- 
ing, to diſcern Truth from Falſhood, Good from. 
Evil: And as a neceflary Reſult of this, with: 
Liberty, a Capacity of chuſing the one and re- 
fuſing the other. By this they were likewiſe en- 
abled to offer him a free and willing Service: A 


Service rewardable in itſelf, as well as moſt accep- | 


table to their gracious Mafter. 

2. To employ all the Faculties which he had 
4 them, particularly their Underſtanding and 

iberty, he gave them a Law, a compleat Mo- 
del of all Truth, fo far as intelligible toa finite 
Being, and of all Good, fo far as angelic Minds 
were capable of embracing it. 
Deſign of their beneficent Governor herein, to 


make way for a continual Increaſe of their Hap- 


pineſs: Seeing every Inſtance of Obedience to. 


that Law, would both add to the Perfection of 


their 


It was allo the | 


13 


their Nature, and intitle them to an higher Re- 
ward, which the righteous Judge would give in 
its Seaſon. | 
3. In like Manner, when GOD in his appoint- 
ed Time, had created a new Order of intelligent 
Beings, when he had raiſed Man from the Duft 
of the Earth, breathed into him the Breath of 
Life, and cauſed him to become a living Soul, 
endued with Power to chuſe Good or Evil: He 
ve to this free, intelligent: ate, the ſame 
w as to his firſt-born Child:ena ; Not wrote in- 
deed upon Tables of Stone, or any corruptible 


Subſtance, + engraven on his Heart by the 
Finger 6 015, wrote in the inmoſt Spirit both 
of Men and of Ange!s: Jo the Intent it might 
never be far o#, never hard to be underſtood ; but 
always at h. + ways ſhining with clear 
Ligit, even d in the Midſt of Heaven. 


4. Such was the Otiginal of the Law of GOD. 
With regard to Man, it was co-eval with his 
Nature, But with regard to the elder Sons of 
GOD, it ſhone in its full Splendor, or ever the 
Mountains were brought forth, or the Earth and the 
round /Y5\d were made. But it was not long be- 
fore Man rebelled againſt GOD, and by breaking 
this glorious Law, well nigh effaced it out of his 
Heart; the Eyes of his Under/landing being darkened, 


in the ſame Meaſure as his Soul was alienated from 


the Life of GOD. And yet GOD did not de- 

ſpiſe the Wark of his own Hands: But being 

reconciled to Man thro? the Son of his Love, he 

in ſome Meaſure re-inſcribed his Law, on the 

Heart of his dark, ſinful Creature. He again 

ſhewed thee, O Man what is good (altho' not as — 
5 U 
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the Beginning) even to do juſtly and to love Mercy, 
and io walk humbly with thy GOD. 

5. And this he ſhewed not only to our fiſt 
Parents, but likewiſe to all their Poderity, by that 
true Light which enlightens every Man that cometh 
znto the World. But notwithſtanding this Light, 
all Fleſh had in Proceſs of Time corrupted their 
Way before him: Till he choſe out of Mankind 
a peculiar People, to whom he gave a more per- 
fect Knowledge of his Law. And the Heads of 
this, becauſe they were ſlow of Underſtanding, 
he wrote on two TI ables of Stone ; which he com- 
manded the Fathers to teach their Children, thro' 
all ſucceeding Generations. 

6. And thus it is, that the Law of GOD is 
now made known to them that know not GOD. 
They hear, with the Hearing of the Ear, the 
Things that were written aforetime for our In- 
ſtruction. But this does not ſuffice. They can- 
not by this Means comprehend the Height and 
Depth and Length and Breadth thereof. GOD 
alone can reveal this by his Spirit. And ſo he 
does to all that truly believe, in Conſequence | 
of that gracious Promiſe, made to all the Iſrael of 
GOD: Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, 
that I will make a new Covenant with the Houſe © 
Iſrael. And this ſhall be the Covenant that I will 
make, I will put my Law in their inward Parts, 
and write it in their Hearts, and I will be their 


GOD, and they ſhall be my People. Jer. xxxi. 31. 
6 


II. 1. The Nature of that Law which was ori- 
ginally given to Angels in Heaven and Man in 
Paradiſe, and which GOD has ſo mercifully wy 

mlled 
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miſed to write afreſh, in the Hearts of all true 
Believers, was the ſecond Thing I propoſed to 


| ſhew. In order to which I would firſt obſerve, 
That altho' the Law and the Commandment are ſome- 


times differently taken, {the Commandment mean- 
ing but a Part of the Law) yet in the Text they 
are uſed as equivalent Terms, implying one and 
the ſame Thing. But we cannot underſtand here, 


either by one or the other, the ceremonial Law. 


"Tis not the ceremonial Law, whereof the 
Apoſtle ſays, in the Words above-recited, I had 
not known Sin but by the Law: This is too plain 
to need a Proof. Neither is it the ceremonial 
Law which faith, in the Words immediately ſub- 
joined, Thou ſhalt not covet. Therefore the ceremo- 
nial Law, has no Place in the preſent Queſtion. 

2. Neither can we underſtand by the Law men- 
tioned in the Text, the Meſaic Diſpenſation. 
"Tis true, the Word is ſometimes ſo underſtood : 
As when the Apoſtle ſays, ſpeaking to the Gala- 


tians, (c. iii. v. 17.) The Covenant which was 
confirmed before (namely with Abraham the 


Father of the Faithful) the Law, i. e. the Moſaic 
Diſpenſation, which was four hundred and thirty 
Tears after, cannot diſannul, But it cannot be fo 
underſtood in the Text; for the Apoſtle never 
beſtows, ſo high Commendations as theſe upon 
that imperfect and ſhadowy Diſpenſation, He 
no where affirms, the Moſaic to be a ſpiritual 
Law,: Or, that it is holy and juſt and good. Nei- 
ther is it true, that GOD will write that Law 
in the Hearts of them whoſe [n:quities he remem- 
bers no more. It remains, that the Law, eminently 


y pro- fo termed, is no other than the moral Law. 
miſed 


3. Now 


(u) 


3. Now this Law is an incorruptible Picture 
of the high and holy One that inhabiteth Eternity. 
It is he whom in his Eſſence no Man hath ſeen 
or can ſce, made viſible to Men and Angels. It 
is the Face of GOD unveil'd : GOD manifeſted 
to his Creatures as they are able to bear it: Ma- 
nifeſted to give and not to deſtroy Life; that 
they may ſee GOD and live. It is the Heart of 
GOD diſcloſed to Man. Yea, in ſome Senſe 
we may apply to this Law, what the Apoſtle 
fays of his Son, it is @&Tauvynoucx Tis Eng, Nag 
rug TG UTC HATE; auts* The fireaming forth or 
outbeaming of his Glery, the expreſs Image of his 

erſon. 

4 If Virtue, ſaid the antient Heathen, could 


aſſume ſuch a Shape as that we could behold her 


with our Eyes, what wonderful Love would ſhe 
excite in us!” If Virtue could do this ! It is done 
already. The Law of GOD is all Virtues in one, 
in ſuch a Shape, as to be beheld with open Face, 
by all thoſe whoſe Eyes GOD hath enlightened. 
hat is the Law, but divine Virtue and Wiſ- 
dom, aſſuming a viſible Form? What is it, but 
the original Ideas of Truth and Good, which 
were lodged in the uncreated Mind from Eternity, 
now drawn forth and cloathed with ſuch a Vehi- 
cle, as to appear even to human Underſtanding ? 
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5. If we ſurvey the Law of GOD in another 


Point of View, it is ſupreme, unchangeable Rea- 
ſon : It is unalterable Rectitude : It is the ever- 
laſting Fitneſs of all Things that are or ever 
were created. I am ſenſible, what a Shortneſs, 
and even Impropriety there is, in theſe and all 
other human Expreſſions, when we endeavour 
by theſe faint Pictures, to ſhadow out the deep 


Things } 


<9 ©" 
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1 
Things of GOD. Nevertheleſs we have no bet- 


ter, indeed no other Way, during this our infant 
State of Exiſtence, As we now 4now but in part, 
ſo we are conſtrained to propheſy, i. e. ſpeak of 
the l hings of GOD, in part alſo. Ve cannot. 
order our Speech by Reaſon of Darkneſs, while we 
are in this Houſe of Clay, While I am a Child 
J muſt ſpeak as a Child. But I ſhall ſoon put 
away childiſp Things. For when that which is perfect 
is come, that which is in part ſhall be done away. 

6. But to return. The Law of GOD. (tpeak- 
ing after the Manner of Men) is a Copy o the 
eternal Mind, a Tranſcript of the divine Na— 
ture: Yea it is the fairclt Offspring of the ever- 
laſting Father, the . Efflux of h's gſſential 
Wiſdom, the viſible Beauty of the Moft High. 
It is the Delight and Wonder of Che: ubim and 
Seraphim and all the Company of Heaven, and 
the Glory and Joy of every wiſe Believer, every 
well inſtructed Child of GOD upon Earth. 


III. 1. Such is the Nature of the ever-blcſſed 
Law of GOD. I am, in the third Place, to 
ſhew the Properties of it. Not all; for that 
would exceed the Wiſdom of an Angel. But 
thoſe only which are mentioned in the Text. 
Theſe are three: He rs Help, ju? and” grad, And 
firſt, The Law is Holy. 

2. In this Expreſſion the Apoſtle does not ap- 
pear to ſpeak of its Effects, but rather of its Na- 
ture: As St. James ſpeaking of the ſame Thins 
under another Name, ſays, The Liam Fein 
algue (which is no other than this Law, written 
in our Heart) is ft pure, c. iii. 17. £1, chaſt, 
ſpotleſs, internally, and efte.1tially holy. And con- 


VOI. III. 5 ſequently, 
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ſequently, when it is tranſcribed into the Life; 
as well as the Soul, (it is as the ſame Apoſtle 
terms it,) . i. 27. denoxtia v Scigd 9 i ilog. Pure 
Religion and undefiled; or, the pure, clean, unpol- 
luted Worſhip of GOD. 

* 3. It is indeed, in the higheſt Degree, pure, 
chaſt, clean, holy. Otherwiſe it could not be 
the immediate Offspring, and much leſs the ex- 
preſs Reſemblance of GOD, who is eſſential Ho- 
lineſs. It is pure from all Sin, clean and unſpot- 
ted from any Fouch of Evil. It is a chaſt Virgin, 
incapable of any Defilement, of any Mixture 
with that which is unclean or unholy. It has no 
Fellowſhip with Sin of any kind. For what Com- 
munion hath Light with Darkneſs * As Sin is in its 
very Nature Enmity to GOD, fo his Law is 
Enmity to Sin. 

4. Therefore it is, that the Apoſtle rejects 
with ſuch Abhorrence, that blaſphemous Suppo- 
ſition, that the Law of GOD 7s either Sin itlelf, 
or the Cauſe of Sin. GOD forbid, that we ſhould 
ſuppoſe, it is the Cauſe of Sin, becauſe it is the 
Diſcoverer of it: Becauſe it detects the hidden 
Things of Darkneſs, and drags them out into 
open Day. *Tis true, by this Means, (as the 
Apoſtle obſerves, v. 13.) Sin appears to be Sin, 
All its Diſguiſes are torn away, and it appears in 
its native Deformity. Tis true likewiſe, that 
Sin by the Commandment becomes exceeding E. 
Being now committed againſt Light and Know- 
ledge, being ſtript even of the poor Plea of Ig- 
norance, it loſes its Excuſe as well as Diſguiſe, 
and becomes far more odious both to GOD and 
Man. Yea, and it is true, that Sin worketh 
Death by that which is good, which itſelf is oe 
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and holy. When it is dragged out to Light, it 
rages the more: When it is reſtrained, it burſts 
out with greater Violence. Thus the Apoſtle, 
(ſpeaking in the Perſon of one, who was con- 
vinced of Sin, but not yet delivered from it) Sin 
taking Occaſion by the Commandment, detecting and 
endeavouring to reſtrain it, diſdained the Re- 
ſtraint, and ſo much the more wrought in me all 
Manner of Concupiſcence, v. 8. All Manner of 
fooliſh and hurtful Defire, which that Com- 
mandment ſought to reſtrain. Thus when the 
” Commandment came, Sin revived, v. 9. It fretted 
and raged the more. But this is no Stain on the 
Commandment. Tho' it is abuſed it cannot be 
*defiled. This only proves, that the Heart of Man 
is deſperately wicked, But the Law of GOD is 
Holy ſtill. 

5. And it is, Secondly, /. It renders to all 
their Due, It preſcribes exactly what is right, 
preciſely what ought to be done, ſaid or thought 
both with regard to the Author of our Being, with 
regard to ourſelves, and with regard to every 
Creature which he has made. It is adapted in all 
Reſpects to the Nature of Things, of the whole 
Univerſe and every Individual. It is ſuited to all 

the Circumſtances of cach, and to all their mutual 
Relations, whether ſuch as have exiſted from the 
Beginning, or ſuch as commenced in any follow- 
ing Period. It is exactly agreeable to the Fitneſ- 
ſes of Things, whether eſſential or accidental. 
It claſhes with none of theſe in any Degree; nor 
is ever unconnected with them. If the Word be 
taken in, that Senſe, there is nothing arbitrary in 
the Law of GOD. Altho' ſtill the whole and 


every Part thereof, is totally dependent upon his 
5 B 2 Will: 
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Will: So that thy Will be done, is the ſupreme, 


. Law both in Earth and Heaven. 


6. But is the Will of GOD the Cauſe of f 


his Law ? Is his Will the Original of Right and 
Wrong? Is a Thing therefore right, becauſe 
GOD wills it? Or does be will it, becauſe it 
is right?“ 

I fear, this celebrated Queſtion is more curious 
than uſcful. And perhaps, in the Manner it is 

uſually treated of, it does not fo well conſiſt with 
the Regard that is due from a Creature, to the 
Creator and Governor of all Things. *Tis hardly 
decent from Man, to call the ſupreme GOD, > 
give an Account to him! Nevertheleſs, Mich 
Awe and Reverence we may ſpeak a little. The 
Lord pardon us, if we ſpeak amiſs | 

7. It ſeems then, that the whole Difculty 


arites, from conſidering GOD's Will as diſtinct 


from GOD. Otherwiſe it vaniſhes away. For 
none can doubt, but GOD is the Cauſe of the 
Law of GOD. But the Will of GOD is GOD 
himſelf. It is GOD conftdered as willing thus 
or thus. Conſequently, to fav, That the Will of 
GOD, or that GOD himſelf is the Cauſe of the 
Law, is one and the fame Thing. 

8. Again; If the Law, the "immutable Rule of 
Right and Wrong, depends on the Nature and 
Fitneſſes of Things, and on their eſſential Re- 
lations to each other: (I do not ſay, their eternal 
Relations; becauſe the eternal Relations of 
Things exiſting in Time, is little leſs than a Con- 
tradiction:) If, I ſay, this depends on the Nature 
and Relations of Things, then it mutt depend on 
GOD, or the Will of GOD: Becauſe thoſe 
Things themſelves, with all their Relations, are 
the 


| ( 17 ) 
ne, the Work of his Hands. By his Will, for his 


H Pleaſure alone, they all are and were created. 
of pq. And yet it may be granted (which is pro- 
nd f bably all that a conſiderate Perſon would contend - 
iſe for) that in every particular Caſe, GOD wills 
it this or this (ſuppoſe that Men ſhould honour their 
Parents) becauſe it is right, agreeable to the Fit- 
us _ neſs of Things, to the Relation wherein they 
is # ſtand. _ 
th 10. The Law then is right and juſt concerning 
he all Things. And it is good as well as . I his 


— 


4 ay caiily infer from the Fountain e } 
ly we may catiily infer f the Fount whence it 


18 flowed, For what was this, but the Goodneſs of 
M GOD? What but Goodneſs alone inclined him 
he to impart that di ine Copy of himſelf to the holy 

Angels? To what elſe can we imputs his-beftow- 
ty ing upon Man the fame Tranſcript of his own 
Ct Nature? And what but tender Love conſtrained 
or him afreſt to manifeſt his Will ts fallen Man ? 
} Either to dn, or any of his Seed, who like 
D him were came fort of the Glory of GOD? Was 
us it not mere Love that moved him to publich his 
of Law, after the Underſtandings of Men were 
10 darkened? And to fend his Prophets to ceciare 

that Law, to the blind, thoughticſs Children of 
of Men? Doubtleis his Goodneſs it was which ralſed 
d up Enoch and Nzah, to be Preachers of Righteouſ- 
2 neſs; which cauſed Avraham, his Friend, and 
J! Iſaae and Jacob, to bear Witneſs to his Truth. 
f It was his Goodneſs alone, which waen De Ane G 
- had cover: the Eu th, and thick Dar net he Pec;ds, 
'e gave a wriiten Law to 7/es, and thio' him, to 
n the INation wavum he had chulen. It was his 
f Love which explained theſe living. Oracle, by 
e Jarl and all the Prophets that fcewee. Until, 
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when the Fulneſs of Time was come, he ſent his 
only-begotten Son, not to deſtroy the Law but te 
Fulfil, to confirm every Jot and Tittle thereof, 
till having wrote it in the Hearts of all his Chil- 
dren, and put all his Enemies under his Feet, 
he ſhall deliver up his mediatorial Kingdom to the 
Father, that GOD may be all in all. 

11. And this Law which the Goodneſs of GOD 
gave at frſt, and has preſerved thro' all Ages, is, 
like the Fountain from whence it ſprings, full of 
Goodnefs and Benignity : It is mild and kind ; it is 
(as the F:ulmiſt expreſſes it) ſtweeter than Honey 
and the Honey comb. It is winning and amiable. 
It includes whatſoever Things are * or of good 


Report. If there be any Virtue, if there be any 


Praiſe before GOD and his holy Angels, the 
are all comprized in this: Wherein are hid all 
the Treaſures of the divine Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge and Love. 

12. And it is goed in its Effects, as well as in 
its Nature. As the Tree is, ſo are its Fruits. 
The Fruits of the Law of GOD written in the 
Heart, are Righteonſneſs and Peace and Aſſurance 
for ever. Or rather, the Law itſelf is Righteouſ- 
neſs, filling the Soul with a Peace that paſſeth all 
Underſtanding, and cauſing us to rejoice ever- 
more, in the Teſtimony of a good Conſcience to- 
ward GOD. It is not fo properly a Pledge, as 
an Earneſt of our Inheritance, being a Part of the 
purchaſed Poſſeſſion. It is GOD made manifeſt 
in our Fleſh, and bringing with him eternal Life : 
Aſſuring us by that pure and perfect Love, that 
we are ſealed unto the Day of Redemption : That 
he will ſpare us as a Man ſpareth his own Son that 
ferveth him, in the Day when he maketh up his 
Tewels, 
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Feels, and that there remaineth for us a Crown of 
Glory which fadeth not away. 


IV. 1. It remains only, To ſhew, in the 
fourth and laſt Place, the Uſes of the Law. And 
the firſt Uſe of it without Queſtion is, to con- 
. vince the World of Sin. This is indeed the pe- 
culiar Work of the Holy Ghoſt : Who can work 
it without any Means at all, or by whatever 
Means it pleaſeth him, however inſufficient in 
themſelves, or even improper to produce ſuch an 
Effect. And accordingly ſome there are whoſe 
Hearts have been broken in Peices in a Moment, 
either in Sickneſs or in Health, without any 


viſible Cauſe, or any outward Means whatever, 


And others (one in an Age) have been awaken- 
ed to a Senſe of the Mrathb of GOD abiding on 
them, by hearing, That GOD was in Chriſt, re- 
conciling the World unto himſelf. But it is the or- 
dinary Method of the Spirit of GOD, to convict 
Sinners by the Law. It is this, which being ſet 
home on the Conſcience, generally breaketh the 
Rocks in Pieces. It is more eſpecially this Part 
of the Mord of GOD, which 1s , » inegſns, quick 
and powerfu!, full of Life and Energy, and /har- 
per than any two edged Sword. This in the Hand 
of GOD and of thoſe whom he hath ſent, pierces 
thro” all the Folds of a deceitful Heart, and divides 
aſunder even the Soul and Spirit, yea, as it were, 
the very Foints and Marrow. By this is the Sin- 
ner diſcovered to himſelf, All his Fig-leaves are 
torn away, and he ſees that he is wretched and 
poor and miſerable and blind and naked. The Law 
Haſhes Conviction on every Side. He feels 
himſelf a mere Sinner, He has nothing to pay. 
_ * 
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His Mouth is flept, and he ſtands guilty before” 7 
| * f. 
To ſlay the Sinner is then the firſt Uſe of i. 
che! Law ; to deſtroy the Life and Strength: where- be 
in he truſts „and convince him that he is dead 
while he liveth; not only under Sentence of Death, b 
but actually dead unto GOD, void of al) foiritual Tit 
Life, dead in Treſpaſſes and Sine. The ſecond C 
Uſe of it is, to bring him unto Life, unto Chriſt, © is 
that he may live. [is true, in performing both t! 
theſe Offices, it acts the Patt of a ſevere School- B 
maſter, It drives us by Force, rather than draws - 1 
us by Love. And yet Love is the Spring of all. 
It is the Spirit of Love, which by this painful 
Means, teats away our Confidence in the Fleſh, 
which leaves us no broken Reed whereon to truſt; 
and fo conſtrains the Sinner ſtript of all, to cry 
out in the Bitterneſs of his Soul, or groan in the 
Depth of his Heart, 


w 
« ]-Give up every Plea beſide ni 
« Lord, I am damn d But thou haſt died. th 

* lo 


The third Uſe of the Law is, to keep us M 
alien: It is the grand Means w ” reby the bleſſed 7 
Spirit prepares the Believer for larger Communi- . 
cations of the Life of G0 D. nc 

I am afraid this great and important Truth is ip: 
little underſtood, not only by the and, but tn 


even by many whom {39D b ath taken out at the San 
World, who are real Children of (G13 by Cath. 1B 
Many of theſe lay it down as an ndeeftioned in 
Truth, that when we come to Chit, u b in, 
done with the Ezw :; 2 Y 1 


is the End of the Line, bc 


(.2r } 


re” E The End of the Law. So he is, for Righteouſneſs, 

for Juſtification to every one that believeth, Heres 
of Fin the Law is at an End. It juſtihes none; but 
>- Zonly brings them to Chriſt. Whois alſo in ano- 
d" ther reſpect, the End or Scope of the Law, the 
„ Point at which it continually aims. But when 
al | it has brought us to him, it has yet a farther 
d Once, namely, T'o keep us with him. For it 
t, is continually exciting all Believers, the more 
th | 2 ſee of its Height and Depth and Length and 
l- © Breadth, to exhort one another ſo much the 
vs - more, 


II. 

ul 6 Cloſer and cloſer let us cleave 
h, To his belov'd Embrace: 

ſt, Expect his Fulneſs to receive, 
ry And Grace to anſwet Grace.“ 
he 


4. Allowing then that every Believer has done 

with the Law, as it means the Few! ceremo- 

+ ial Law, or the entire Aſaic Diſpenſation (for 

+ theſe Cirift hath taten out of the Ii Yea, al- 

" lowing vie have done with the Moral Law, as a 

us Means of procuring our Juſtification (for we are 
led juſtified freely by his Grace, thro" the Redemption 
ni- that is in Feſus) Yet in another Senſe, we have 
not done with this Law. For it is ſtill of un- 

1 is þ ipeakable Uſe, Firſt, in convincing us of the Sin 
but that yet remains both in our Hearts and Lives, 
2 * and thereby keeping us cloſe to Chritt, that his 
Blood may cleanſe us every Moment; Secondly, 

hs in deriving Strength from our Head into his liv- 
ing Members, whereby he impowers them to do 

| what his Law commands ; and Thirdly, in con- 

pficming our Hope of whatſoever it co. * 
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and we have not yet attained, of receiving Grace 
upon Grace, till we are in actual Poſſeſſion of 
the Fulneſs of his Promiſes, 

5. How clearly does this agree with the Ex- 
perience of every true Believer! While he 
cries out, O what Love have I unto thy Law! all 
the Day long is my Study in it; He ſees daily in 
that divine Mirror, mare and more of his own 
Sinfulneſs He ſces more and more clearly, that 
he is {till a Sir ner in all Things; that neither his 
Heart nor his Ways are right before GOD. 
And that every Moment ſends him to Chrift, 
This ſhews him the Meaning of what is written, 
Thou ſhalt make a Plate of pure Gold, and grave üp- 
on it, Holineſs to the Lord, And it ſhall be upon 
Aaron's Forehead (the Type of our great High- 
prieft) that Agron may bear the Iniguities of the 
holy Things, which the Children of Iſrael ſhall hal- 
lew, in all their holy Gifts : (fo far are our Prayers 
or holy Things from atoning for the reſt of our 


Sins!) And it ſhall be always upon his Forehead, ' 


that they may be accepted before the Lerd. Exodus 
xxvill. 36, 38. 

6. To explain this by a ſingle Inſtance. The 
Law ſays, Thou halt not kill, and hereby (as our 
Lord teaches) forbids not only outward Acts, 
but every unkind Word or Thought. Now the 
more I look into this perfect Law, the more I feel 
how far I come ſhort of it : And the more I feel 
this, the more I feel my Need of his Blood to atone 
for all my Sin: and of his Spirit to purify my 
Heart, and make me perfect and entire, lacking 
nothing. © 

7. Therefore I cannot ſpare the Law one 
Moment, no more than I can ſpare Chriſt: See- 


ing 


e 
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ing I now want it as much, to keep me to Chriſt, 
as ever I wanted it to bring me to him. Others 
wiſe, this evil Heart of Unhelizf would immedi» 
ately depart from the living GOD, Indeed each 
is continually ſending me to the other, the Law 
to Chriſt, and Chriſt to the Law, On the one 
Hand, the Height and Depth of the Law con- 
ſtrain me to fly to the Love of GOD in Chriſt. 
On the other, the Love of GOD in Chriſt, en- 
dears the Law to me above Gold or precious Stones: 
Seeing I know every Part of it, is a gracious 
Promiſe, which my Lord will fulfill in its Seaſon. 
8. Who art thou then, O Man, that judge 
the Law, and ſpeake/t evil of the Lato? That 
rankeſt it with Sin, Satan and Death, and ſendeſt 
them all to Hell together! The Apoſtle James 
eſteemed judging or ſpeaking evil of the Law, fo 
enormous a Piece of Wickedneſs, that he knew 
not how to aggravate the Guilt of judging our 
Brethten, more than by ſhewing it included this. 
So now, ſays he, thou art ot a Doer of the Law 
Wit a Fudge! A Judge of that which GOD 
hath ordained to Judge thee. So thou haſt ſet up 
hyſelf in the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, and caſt 
down the Rule whereby he will judge the World! 
O take Knowledge what Advantage Satan hath 
gained over thee! And for the Time to come 
ever think or ſpeak lightly of, much leſs dreſs up as 
k Scare-crow this bleſſed Inſtrument of the Grace 
f GOD. Yea, love and value it for the Sake 
of him from whom it came, and of him to whom 
it leads. Let it be thy Glory and Joy, next to 
the Croſs of Chriſt. Declare its Praiſe, and make 
it honourable before all Men, 


9. And 


— — — — -— — 
— — 
* 


3 
2. And if has art throughly convinced, That 


it is the Offspring of GOD, that is is the Copy 
of all his imitable PerfeQions, and that it is holy 


and jujt and god, but eſpecially to them that be- 7 


lieve : Then inſtead of caſting it away as a pol. 
luted Thing, ſee that thou cleave to it more and} 
more. Never let tha Law of Mercy and Truth, 


of Love to GOD and Man, of Lowlines 4 
Meekneis and Purity forſake thee. Bind it about 
thy Neck : Write it on the Table of thy Heart. 
Keep cloſe to the Law, if thou wilt keep cloſe 
to Chriſt : Bold it faſt: Let it not g0. Let this ; 


continually lead thee to the atoning Blood, 
continually confirm thy Hope, till all zhe Niger, 
weſs of the Law is fulfilled in thee, and thou art q 


filled with all the Fulneſs of GOD. 
10. And if thy Lord hath already fulfilled vi \ 


Word, if he hath already written his Law in th 


Heart, then fland faſt in the Liberty, wherewit ] 


Chriſt hath made thee free. Thou art not only 
made free from Veroiſb Ceremonies, from th: 


Guilt of Sin and the Fear of Hell: (Theſe ar 


ſo far from being the IV hole, that they are the 
leaſt and loweſt Part, df Chriſtian Liberty :) bu: 
what is infinitely more, from the Power of Sin, 


from ſerving the Devil, from offending GOD. y 


O ftand fait in this Liberty, in Compariſon 0! 


which, all the reſt is not even worthy to bf 
named. Stand faſt in loving GOD with all thi 


Heart, and ſerving him with all thy StrengthÞ] 
This is perfect Freedom ; thus to keep his Lau! 
and to walk in all his Commandments blameleſ: 
Be not intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. 

do not mean of Few! Bondage: Nor yet of Bon 
dage to the Fear of Hell : Theſe, I truſt, are f 


fron 
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from thee. But beware ef being intangled again 


_ with the Yoke of Sin, of any inward or outward 
holy Tranſgreflion of the Law. Abhor Sin far more 
be. than Death or Hell; abhor Sin itſelf, far more 
pol than the Puniſhment of it. Beware of the Bon- 
00 dage of Pride, of Deſire, of Anger; of every evil 


F Temper or Word or Work. Look unto Jeſus, and 


= in order thereto, let more and more inte the per- 
30% fe Law, the Law of Liberty. And continue therein: 
Tony So ſhalt thou daily grow in Grace and in the Knows 
loſe fedge of our Lord Feſus Chrift, 
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Rom. iii. 3 f. 


D wwe then make void the Law thyy 


Faith? GOD forbid. Tea we ejtabliſh 
the Law. 


I XKAKAINT Paul having in the Beginning 
XX & Xx of this Epiſtle, laid down his general 
M Propoſition, namely, That the Gofpel 
NNM MN of Cbriſ is the Power of GOD unto 
Salvation, to every one that believeth : 
The powerful Means, whereby GOD makes 
every Believer a Partaker of preſent and eternal 
Salvation, goes on to ſhew, that there is no other 
Way under Heaven, whereby Men can be faved, 
He ſpeaks particularly of Salvation from the Guilt 
of Sin, which he commonly terms Juſtification. 
And that all Men flood in Need of this, that 
none could plead their own Innocence, he 
proves at large dy various Arguments, addreſt 
to the Jews as well as the Heathens. thence 
he infers {in the 19th Verſe of this Chapter) 
That every Mouth, whether of Jew or Heathen, 
muſt be pt from excuſing or juſtifying kim» 
ſelf, and ail the World become guilt; before GOD. 
7". tre, ſaith he, by his own Obedience, by the 
Ierks of the Law, ſha! no Fleſb be ju/lified in his 
Sight, v. 20. But nato the Rightcoufaeſs of GOD 
witbeut the Law, without our previous Obedience 
thereto, 18 nie, % v. 21. ren the Kighteou- 
neſs of GOD, which is by Fath of Feſus Corijt, 
unto all and upon all that believe, v. 22. For 
C 3 therg 
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there is no Difference, as to their Need of Juſtihca- 
tion, or the Manner wherein they attain it. For 
all have ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of GOD, 
Cv. 23.) the glorious Image of GOD wherein they 
were created: And all (who attain) are juſtified 
Freely by his Grace, through the Redemption that is in 
Jeſus Chriſi v. 24. Whom God hath ſet forth to be | 
a Propitiation, through Faith in his Blood—y. 25. 
That he might be juſi, and yet the Fuſlifier of him 
which believeth in Feſus ; v. 36. that without any | 
Impeachment to his Juſtice, he might ſhew him 
Mercy, for the Sake of that Propitiation. There- | 
fore we conclude, (which was the grand Poſition he | 
had undertaken to eſtabliſh) That a Man is juſti- | 
fied by Faith, without the Works of the Law. v. 28. | 
2. It was eaſy to foreſee an Objection which | 
might be made, and which has in Fact been made | 
in all Ages: namely, That to ſay we are juſtified | 
avithout the Works of the Law, is to aboliſh the þ 
Law. The Apoſtle, without entering into a for- 
mal Diſpute, ſimply denies the Charge. Do we |: 
then, ſays he, make void the Law through Faith? | 
GOD ou 1 Yea, we eſtabliſh the Law. "I 
The ftrange Imagination of ſome, that St. 
Paul, when he ſays, A Man is juſtified without the * 
Works of the Law, means only the Ceremonial Law, 
| is abundantly confuted by theſe very Words. 
it For did St. Paul eflabliſh the Ceremonial Law? It 
is evident, he did not. He did make void that 
I} Law through Faith, and openly avowed his doing 
ſo. It was the Aral Law only of which he might 
truly ſay, We do not make void but e//ablifþ this 
| through Faith. 
© | 4. But all Men are not herein of his Mind. 
0 Many there are who will not agree to this. Many 
1 ny 
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in all Ages of the Church, even among thoſe who 
bore the Name. of Chriſtians, have contended, 
That the Faith once delivered to the Saints, was de- 
ſigned to make void the whole Law. They would 
no more ſpare the Moral than the Ceremonial 
Law, but were for h-wing, as it were, both in 
Pieces before the Lord: Vehemently maintaining, 
ce Tf you eſtabliſh any Law, Chriſi hall profit you 
nothing: Chyifl is become of no Effect to you; ye are 


fallen from Grace.” 


5. But is the Zeal of theſe Men according to 
Knowledge? Have they obſerved the Connection 
between the Law and Faith? And that conſider- 
ing that cloſe Connection between them, to de- 
ſtroy one is indeed to deſtroy both? That to abo- 
liſh the Moral Law is in Truth, to aboliſh Faith 
and the Law together? As leaving no proper 
Means, either of bringing us to Faith, or of /tirring 
up that Gift of GOD in our Soul. 

6. It therefore behoves all who defire either ts 
come to Chriſt, or to walk ix Him whom they have 
received, to take Heed how they make void the 
Law through Faith; To ſecure us effectually againſt 
which, let us enquire, Firft, which are the moſt 
uſual Ways of making void the Law throush Faith, 
and Secondly, How we may follow the Apoſtle, 
and by Faith :fabliſh the Law. 


I. 1. Let us, Firſt, inquire, Which are the 
moſt uſual Ways of making void the Law through 
Faith. Now the Way for a Preacher to make it 
all void at a Stroke, is, Not to preach it at all. 
This is juſt the ſame Thing, as to blot it cut of the 
Oracles of GOD. More eſpecially when it is done 
with Deſign; when it is made a Rule, Not ty 
preach the Law:“ And the very Phraſe, *< A 

Preacher 
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Preacher of the Law,” is uſed as a Term of Re- 
proach, as tho' it meant little leſs than, * an 
Enemy to the Goſpel.” | 

2. All this proceeds from the deepeſt Ignorance 
of the Nature, Properties and Uſe of the Law: 
And proves that thoſe who att thus, either know 
not Chriſt, are utter Strangers to the living Faith: 
Or at leaſt, that they are but Babes in Chriſt, 
and as ſuch unſtilled in the Mord of Righteouſneſs. 

3. Their grand Plea is this: “That preach- 
ing the Goſpel (that is, according to their Jadg- 
ment, the ſpeaking of nothing but the Sufferings 
and Merits of Chriſty anſwers all the Ends of the 
Law.” But this we utterly deny. It dves not 
anſwer the very firſt End of the Law, namely, 
The convimcing Men of Sin, the awakening 
thoſe who are ſtill aſleep on the Brink of Hell. 
There may have been here and there an exempt 
Caſe. One in a thouſand may have been a- 
wakened by the Goſpel. But this is no general 
Rule. The ordinary Method of G0, is to 
convict Sinners by the Law, and that only. The 
Goſpel is not the Means which GOD hath or- 
gained, or which our Lord himſelf uſed, for this 
End. We have no Authority in Scripture for 
applying it thus, nor any Ground to think it will 
prove effectual. Nor have we any more Ground 
to expect this, from the Nature of the Thing. 
They that be whole, as our Lord himſelf obſerves, 
need not a Phyſician, but they that be ſick. It is ab- 
ſurd therefore to offer a Phyſician to them that 
are whole, or that at leaſt imagine themſelves ſo 
to be. You are firſt, to convince chem, that 
they are ſick. Otherwiſe they will not thank 
you for your Labour. Tt is equally av{urd to o55-r 
Chriſt to them, whoſe Heart is whole, having ne 
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ver yet been broken. It is in the proper Senſe, 
caſting Pearls before Swine. Doubtleſs they will 
trample them under Foot. And it is no more than 
you have Reaſon to expect, if they alſo turn again 
and rent you. 

4. But altho' there is no Command in Scrip- 

ture, to ofter Chrift to the careleſs Sinner, yet 
are there not ſcriptural Precedents for it?” 1 
think not: I know not any. I believe you cant 
produce one, either from the four Evangelifts, or 
the As of the Apaſilos. Neither can you prove this 
to have been the Practice of any of the Apoftles, 
from any Paſlage in all their Writings. 
5. Nay, does not the Apoſtle Paul ſay, in 
bis former Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 1/2 preach 
Chriſt crucified © ch. i. ver. 23. And in his latter, 
We preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord © 
ch. v. ver. 4.” 

We * to reſt the Cauſe on this Iſſue: 
To tread in his Steps, to follow his Example. 
Only preach you, juſt as St. Paul preached, and 
the Diſpute is at an End. 

For altho' we are certain he preached Chriſt, 
in as perfect a Manner as the very Chief of the 
Apoſtles, yet who preached the Law more than 
St. Paul? Therefore he did not think the Goſpel 
anſwered the fame End, 

6. The very firſt Sermon of St. Paul's, which 
is recorded, concludes in theſe Words. By Him 
all that believe are juſtified from all Things, from 
which ye could not be juſtified by the Law of Macs. 
Beware therefore left that come upon you which is 
aten of in the Prophets, Behold ye Deſpiſers and 
wonder and periſh. For I work a Mort in your 
Days, a Wiri which you will in no wiſe 3 

tho 
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tho) a Man declare it unto van, Afts xiii. 39, Sc. 
Now it is manifeſt, all this is preaching the Law, 
in the Senſe wherein you underſtand the Term: 
Even altho' great Part of, if not all his Hearers, 
were either 'Fews or religious Preſelytes, v. 43. and 
therefore probably many of them, in ſome De- 
gree at leaſt, convinced of Sin already, He firſt 
reminds them, That they could not be juſtified 
by the Law of Miſes, but only by Faith in 

hriſt: And then ſeverely threatens them with 
the Judgments of GOD, which is in the ſtrong- 
eſt Senſe preaching the Law. 
Ti. In his next Diſcourſe, that to the Hea- 
thens at Ly/tra, (c. xiv. v. 15, Cc.) we do not 
find ſo much as the Name of Chriſt. The whole 
Purport of it is, That they ſhould turn from theſe 
vain Idols, urto the living GOD. Now confeſs 
the Truth, Do not you think, If you had been 
there, you could have preached much better 
than he? I ſhould not wonder, if you thought 
too, That his preaching ſo ill, occaſioned his N. 
fo ill treated : And that his being. ſoned, was aj 
Judgment upon him, for not preaching Chri/t ! 

8. To the Jaytor indeed, when he ſprang in and 
came trembling, and fell down 5 70 Paul and Silas, 
and ſaid, Sirs, What muſt 1 ds io be ſaved, he im- 
mediarely ſaid, Believe in the Lord Jeſus Chrift. 
(c. xvi. v. 29, &c.) And in the Cafe of one ſo 


deeply convinced of Sin, who would not have 


ſaid tlie fame? But to the Men of Athens you 
tind him ſpeaking in a quite different Manner, 
reproving their Superſtition, Ignorance and Ido- 
latry; and ſtrongly moving them to repent, from 
the Conſideration cf future Judgment, and of the 


Reſurrection from te dead, (c. xvii, v. 24— 31. 


Like- 
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Likewiſe when Felix ſent for Paul, on Purpoſe 
that he micht hear him concerning the Faith in 
Chr1i/t ; inſtead of preaching Chriſt in your Senſe 
(which would probably have cauſed the Governor 
either to mock, or to contradict and blaſpheme) 
he reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and Fudg- 
ment to come, till Felix (hardened as he was) 
trembled. (c. xxiv. v. 24, 25.) Go thou and 
tread in his Steps. Preach Chriſt to the careleſs 


Sinner, by reaſoning of Righteouſneſs, Temperance and 
Judgment to come /! 


- ©, If you ſay © But he preached Chriſt in a 


different Manner in his Epiſtles :”” 1 anſwer, He 
did not there preach at all; Not in that Senſe 
wherein we ſpeak: For preaching in our preſent 
Queſtion, means, ſpeaking before a Congrega- 
tion, But waving this, [ anſwer, 2. His F. 
piſtles are lireQted, not to Unbelievers, ſuch as 
thoſe we are now ſpeaking of, but to the Saints » 
GOD in Rome, Corinth, Philipp: and other Places. 
Now unqueſtionably he would ſpeak more of 
Chriſt to theſe, than to thoſe who were without 
GOD in the World, And yet, 3. Every one of 
theſe is full of the Law, even the Epiſtles to the 
Romans and the Galatians: In both of which he 
does what you term preaching the Law, and that 
toBelievers as well as Unbelievers. 

10. From hence 'tis plain, you know not what 
it is, to preach Chriſt, in the Senſe of the Apoſtle, 


For doubtleſs St. Paul judged himſelf to be preach- 


ing Chrift, both to Felix, and at Antioch, Ly/tra, 
and Athens, From whoſe Example every think- 
ing Man muſt infer, That not only the declaring 
the Love of Chriſt to Sinners, but alſo the de- 
Caring that he will come from Heaven in flaming 


Fire, 


11 


Fire, is, in the Apoſtle's Senſe, preaching Chriſt. 
Vea, in the full ſcriptural Meaning of the Word. 
To preach Chri/t, is, To preach what he hath re- 
vealed, either in the Old or New Teſtament : So 
that you are then as really preaching, Chriſt, when 
you are ſaying, The wicked ſhall be turned into Hell, 
and all the People that forget GOD, as when you 
are ſaying, Behold the Lamb of GOD, which taketh 
away the Sin of the World ! 

10. Conſider this well; That to preach Chri/l, 


is to preach all Things that Chriſt hath ſpoken ; _ 


all his Promiſes, all his "Threatnings and Com- 
mands ; all that is written in his Book. And 
then you will know how to preach Chriſt, without 
making void the Law. | 

11. “ But does not the greateſt Bleſſing attend 
thoſe Diſcourſes, wherein we peculiarly preach 
the Merits and Sufferings of Chriſt ?” 

Probably, when we preach to a Congregation 
of Mourners or of Believers, theſe will be attend- 


ed with the greateſt Bleſſing: Becauſe ſuch Diſ- 


courſes are peculiarly ſuited to their State. At 
leaſt, theſe will uſually convey the moſt Com- 
fort. But this is not always the greateſt Bleſſing. 
I may ſometimes rezeive a far greater, by a Diſ- 
courſe that cuts me to the Heart and humbles me 
to the Duſt: Neither ſhould I receive that Com- 
fort, if I were to preach or to hear no Diſcourſes 
but on the Sufferings of Chriſt. Theſe by con- 
ftant Repetition would loſe their Force and grow 
more and more flat and dead: Till at length they 
would become a dull Round of Words, without 
any Spirit or Life or Virtue. 80 that thus zo 
preach Chriſt, muſt in Proceſs of Time, make void 


the Goſpel as well as the Law, 


II. 


2 


1 

II. 1. A ſecond Way of making void the Law 
thro Faith, is, the teaching that Faith ſuperſedes 
the Neceſſity of Holineſs. This divides itſelf 
into a thouſand ſmaller Paths: And many there 
are that walk therein. Indeed there are few that 
Wholly eſcape it: Few who are convinced, we 
are ſaved by Faith, but are ſooner or later, mors 
or leſs, drawn aſide into this By-way. 

2. All thoſe are drawn into this By-way, who 
if it be not their ſettled Judgment, that Faith in 


Chriſt intirely ſets aſide the Neceſſity of keeping 


his Law, yet ſuppoſe either, 1. That Holineſs 
is leſs neceſſary now than it was before Chriſt : 
or, 2. That a leſs Degree of it is neceſlary ; or, 
3. That it is leſs neceſſary to Believers than to 
others. Yea, and ſo are all thoſe, who altho' 
their Judgment be right in the general, yet 
think they may take more Liberty in particular 
Caſes, than they could have done before they be- 
lieved. Indeed the uſing the Term Liberty, in 
ſuch a Manner, for Liber) from Obedience 
or Holineſs,” ſhews at once, that their Judg- 
ment is perverted, and that they are guilty of 
what they imagined to be rar from them, namely 
of making void the Law thro Faith, by ſuppoſing 
Faith to ſuperſede: Holineſs. 

2. The firſt Plea of thoſe who teach this ex- 
preſly, is, that “ we are now under the Cove- 
nant of Grace, not Works: And therefore we 
are no longer under the Neceſſuy of performing 
the Works of the Law.” 

And who ever was under the Covenant of 
Works? None but Aaam before the Fall. He 
was fully and properly und-r that Covenant, which 

Vor. III. D required 
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requited perfect, univerſal Obedience, as the one 
Condition of Acceptance; and left no Place for 
Pardon, upon the very leaſt Tranſgreſſion. But 
no Man elſe was ever under this, neither Jew nor 


Gentile, neither before Chriſt nor ſince. All his. 
Sons were and are under the Covenant of Grace ; 


the Manner of their Acceptance is this: The 


free Grace of GOD thro' the Merits of Chriſt, 


gives Pardon to them that believe, that believe 
with ſuch a Faith as working by Love, produces 
all Obedience and Holineſs. 

4. The Caſe is not therefore as you ſuppoſe, 
that Men were once more obliged to obey GOD, 
or to work the Works of his Law than they are 
now. This is a Suppoſition you cannot make 
good. But, we ſhould have been obliged, if we 


had been under the Covenant of Works, to have 


done thoſe Works antecedent to our Acceptance, 
Whereas now all good Works, tho' as neceſſary 
as ever, are not antecedent to our Acceptance 
but conſequent upon it. Therefore the Nature 
of the Covenant of Grace, gives you no Ground 
no Encouragement at all, to ſet aſide any Inſtance 
or Degiee of Obedience, any Part or Meaſure of 

Holineſs. | 
5. But are we not ju/iified by Faith, without 
the Works of the Law?” Undoubtedly we are, 
without the Works either of the Ceremonial or 
the Moral Law. And would to GOD all Men 
were convinced of this, It would prevent innu- 
merable Evils. Antinomianiſm, in particular ; 
for generally ſpeaking, they are the Phariſees who 
make the Antinomians. Running into an Ex- 
treme ſo palpably contrary to Scripture, they oc- 
caſion others to run into the oppoſite one. "Theſe 
ſeek ing 
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ſceking to be juſtified by Works, affright thoſe 
from allowing any Place for them. 

6. But the Truth lies between both. We are 
doubtleſs ju/tified by Faith. This is the Corner- 
Stone of the whole Chriſtian Building. We are 
Juſlified without the Works - the Law, as any previ- 


ous Condition of Juſtification. But they are 
an immediate Fruit of that Faith, whereby we are 
Juſtified. So that if Good Works do not follow 
our Faith, even all inward and outward Holi- 
neſs, it is plain our Faith is nothing worth : We 
are yet in our Sins. Therefore, that we are juſ- 
tiſied by Faith, even by Faith without Works, is no 

round for making void the Law thro Faith : or 
for imagining that Faith is a Diſpenſation, from 
any Kind or Degree of Holineſs. 

7. ** Nay, but does not St. Paul expreſly ſay 
Unto him that worketh not, but believeth on him that 
juftifieth the Ungodly, his Faith is counted for Righ- 
teouſneſs? And does it not follow from hence, | 
That Faith is to a Believer in the room, in the Is 
place of Righteouſneſs? But if Faith is in the 
room of Righteouſneſs or Holineſs, what Need 
is there of this too? ". 

This, it muſt be acknowledged, comes home 
to the Point, and is indeed the main Pillar of An- 
tinomianiſm. And yet it needs not a long or la- 
boured Anſwer. We allow, 1. That GOD 7 
4 tifies the Ungodly, him that till that Hour is totally 
ungodly, full of all Evil, void of all Good. 2. 

That he juſtifies the Ungodly that worketh not, that 
till that Moment worketh no Good Work : nei- 
ther can he; for an evil Tree cannot bring forth 
good Fruit. 3. That he juſtifies him by Faith alone, 
without any Goodneſs or Righteouſneſs preced- 

D 2 ing; 
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ing; and, 4. That Faith is then counted to him for 
Righteouſneſs, namely, for preceding Righteouſneſs : 
i. e. Gop, thro' the Merits of Chriſt, accepts 
him that believes, as if he had already fulfilled all 
Righteouſneſs. But what is all this to your point ? 
The Apoſtle does not ſay, either here or elſe- 
where, That this Faith is counted to him for 
ſubſequent Righteeuſneſs., He does teach, That 
there is no Righteouſneſs before Faith. But where 
does he teach, That there is none-after it ? He 
does aflert, Holineſs cannot precede Juſtification : 
But not, That it need not follow it. St. Paul 
therefore gives you no colour for making void the 
Law, by teaching that Faith ſuperſedes the neceſ- 
ſity of Holineſs, 

III. 1. There is yet another Way of making void 
the Law thro Faith, which is more common than 
either of the former. And that is, The doing it 
Practically : The making it void in Fa, tho' not 
in Principle : The living, as if Faith was deſigned 
to excule us from Holineſs. 

How earneſtly does the Apoſtle guard us againſt 
this, in thoſe well-known Words: J#hat then ? 
Shall we Sin, becauſe we are not under the Law, but 
under Grace ? GoD forbid ! Rom, vi. 15. A Cau- 
tion which it is needful throughly to conſider, be- 
cauſe it is of the laſt Importance. 

2. The being under the Law may here mean, 
I. The being obliged to obſerve the Ceremonial _ 
Law. 2. The being obliged to conform to the 
whole Meſaic Inſtitution. 3. The being obliged 
to keep the whole Moral Law, as the Condition 
of our Acceptance with God: and, 4. The be- 
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ing under the Wrath and Curſe of Gop, under — 
Sentence of Eternal Death; under a Senſe of 


Guilt 
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Guilt and Condemnation, full of Horror and fla- 
viſh Fear. 


Now altho' a Believer is nat without Lato 7 


Goo, but under the Law to Chriſt, yet from the 


Moment he believes, he is not under the Law, in 
any of the preceding Senſes, On the contrary, 
he is under Grace, under a more benign, gracious 
Diſpenſation. As he is no longer under the Ce- 
remonial Law, nor under the Moſaic Inſtitution; 
as he is not obliged to keep even the Moral Law, 
as the Condition of his Acceptance: So he is de- 
livered from the Wrath and the Curſe of Gop, 
from all Senſe of Guilt and Condemnation, and 
from all that Horror and Fear of Death and Hell, 


whereby he was al! his Life before ſubject to Bondage. 


And he now pertorms (which while under the Lau- 


he could not do) a willing and univerſal Obedience. 


He obeys not from the Motive of laviſh Fear, bur 
on a nobler Principle, namely, The Grace of Gop 
ruling in his Heart, and cauſing all his Works to 
be Wrought in Love. 

4. What then ? Shall this Evangelical Principle 
of Action, be leſs powerful than the Legal? Shalt 
we be lefs obedient to Gop from filial Love, than 
we were from fervile Fear? 

*T'is well, if this is not a common Caſe; it 
this PraCtical Antinomianiſm, this unobſerved Way 
of making void the Law thro” Faith, has not infected 
Thouſands of Believers. 

Has it not inſected you? Examine yourſelf 
honeſtly and cloſely. Do vou not do now, what 
you durſt not have done when. you was under the 


Law, or (as we commoniy call it) under Convic- 


tion! For inſtance, You durſt not then indui.;e 
yourſelf in Focd. You took juſt what was need- 


D3 ful, 


9 


ful, and that of the cheapeſt Kind. Do you not 
allow yourſelf more Latitude now ? Do you not 
indulge yourſelf a little more than you did? O be- 
ware, leſt you /in, becauſe you are not under the Law, 
but under Grace ! 

5. When you was under Conviction, you durſt 
not indulge the Luſt of the Eye in anv Degree. 
You would not do any thing, great or ſmall, mere- 
ly to gratify your Curioſity. You regarded only 
Gleantivets and Neceſſity, or at moſt very mode- 
rate Convenience, either in Furniture or Appa- 
rel; Superfluity and Finery of whatever kind, as 
well as faſhionable Elegance, were both a Terror 
and an Abomination to you. 

Are they ſo ſtill? Is your Conſcience as tender 
now in theſe Things, as it was then ? Do you 
ſill follow the fame Rule both in Furniture and 
Apparel, trampling all Finery, all Superfluity, 
every thing uſeleſs, every thing merely ornamen- 
tal, however faſhionable, under Foot? Rather, 
Have you not reſumed what you had once laid a- 
ſide, and what you could not then uſe without 
wounding your Conſcience? And have you not 
learned to ſay, O, Iam not /o ſcrupulous now.” 
J would to GOD you were! Then you would 
not /in thus, becauſe you are not under the Law, but 
under Grace. 

6. You was once ſcrupulous too of commend- 
ing any to their Face, and till more, of ſuffering 
any to commend you, It was a Stab to your Heart: 
You could not bear it: You ſought the Honour 
that cometh of GOD only. You could not en- 
dure ſuch Converſation: nor any Converſation 
which was not good, to the Uſe of edifying. All 
idle Talk, all trifling Diſcourſe you abhorred ; 


you 
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ou hated as 'well as feared it, being deeply ſen- 
ſible of the Value of Time, of every precious, 
fleeting Moment. In like manner, you dreaded 
and abhorred idle Expence ; valuing your Money 
only leſs than your Time, and trembling leſt you 
ſhould be found an unfaithful Steward even of the 
Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. 

Do you now look upon Praiſe as deadly Poi- 
ſon, which you can neither give nor receive but 
at the Peril of your Soul? Do you ſtill dread 
and abhor all Converſation, which does not tend 
to the Uſe of edifying ; and labour to improve 
every Moment, that it may not paſs without 
leaving you better than it found you? Are not 
you leſs careful as to the Expence both of Money 
and Time? Cannot you now Jay out either, as 
you could not have done once? Alas! How has 
that which ſhould have been for your Health, proved 
to you an Occaſion of Falling How have you in- 
ned, becauſe you was not under the Law, but under 
Grace] 

7. GOD forbid you ſhould any longer conti- 
nue thus to turn the Grace of GOD into Laſcrviouf- 
neſs! O remember, how clear and ſtrong a Con- 
viction you once had, concerning all theſe things. 
And at the ſame time you was fully ſatisfied, from 
whom that Conviction came. The World told 
you, you was in a Deluſion : But you knew, It 
was the Voice of GOD. In theſe things you 
was not 9 ſcrupulous then; but you are not now 
ſcrupulous enough, GOD kept you longer in that 
painful School, that you might learn thoſe great 
Leſſons the more perfectly. And have you forgot 
them already? O recollect them, before it is too 
late. Have you ſuffered ſo many things in vain ? 
I truſt, it is not yet in vain, Now uſe the Con- 
viction without the Pain: PraQtiſe the Leſſon 
4 without 
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without the Rod. Let not the Mercy of GOD 
weigh leſs with you now, than his fiery Indigna- 
tion did before. Is Love a leſs powerful Motive 
than Fear? It not, let it be an invariable Rule 
& I will do nothing now I am under Grace, 
which I durſt not have done when under the Law.” 

8. I cannot conclude this Head, without ex- 
horting you to examine yourſelf likewiſe touching 
Sins of Omiſũon. Are you as clear of theſe, now 
you are under Grace, as you was when under the 
Lato? How diligent was you then in hearing the 
Word of GOD? Did you negle&t any Oppor- 
tunity? Did you not attend thereon Day and 
Night? Would a ſmall Hindrance have kept 
you away? A little Buſineſs? A Viſitant? A 
ſlight Indiſpoſition? A ſoft Bed? A dark or 
cold Morning ?—Did not you then faſt often ? 
Or uſe Abſtinence to the uttermoſt of your power? 
Was not you much in Prayer, (cold and heavy 
as you was} while you was hanging over the 
Mouth of Hell? Did you not ſpeak and not 
ſpare, even for an unknown GOD? Did you 
not boldly plead his Cauſe? Reprove Sinners ? 
And avow the Truth, before an adulterous Ge- 
neration ?—And are you now a Believer in Chriſt ? 
Have you the Faith that avercometh the World? 
What! and are leſs zealous for your Maſter now, 
than you was when you knew him not? Lets 
diligent in Faſting, in Prayer, in hearing his 
Word, in calling Sinners to GOD? O repent. 
See and feel your grievous Loſs | Remember from 
whence you are fallen! Bewail your Unfaithful- 
neſs! Now be zealous and do the firſt Works; 
leſt if you continue to make void the Law through 
Faith, GOD cut you off, and appoint you your 
Portion with the Unbelievers ! 
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Do we then make void the Law thro 
Faith? GOD forbid ! Tea, we eſtabliſh 


” the Law. 


I. WKA has been ſhewn in the preceding 
By I Diſcourſe, which are the moſt uſual 
N Ways of making void the Law thro' 

FX x{ Faith: Namely, Firſt, The not 


preaching it at all, which effectually makes it all 


void at a Stroke : And this under Colour of preach- 
ing Chriſt and magnifying the Goſpel, tho' it be in 
Truth, deſtroying both the one and the other : 
Secondly, The Teaching (whether directly or in- 
rectly) that Faith ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of Holi- 
neſs: That this is leſs neceſſary now, or a leſs 
Degree of it neceſſary, than before Chriſt came : 
That it is leſs neceſſary to us, becauſe we believe, 
than otherwiſe it would have been: Or, that 


| Chriſtian Liberty is a Liberty from any Kind or 
Degree of Holineſs : (So perverting thoſe great 


Truths, that we are now under the Covenant 5 

Grace and not of Yorks : That a Man is juſtified by 
Faith, without the Works of the Law ; and that to 
him that worketh not but lelieveth, his Faith is counted 


for Righteouſneſs :) Or, Thirdly, The doing this 


practically; the making void the Law in Practice 
tho' 
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tho” not in Principle: The living or acting, as if 
Faith was deſigned to excuſe us fromHolineſs: The 
allowing ourſelves in Sin, becauſe we are not under the | 
Law, but under Grace. It remains to enquire, 
how we may follow a better Pattern, how we 
may be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, Do we then 
make void the Law thro Faith? GOD forbid ! Yea, |} 
awe eſtabliſh the Law. _ 

2. We do not indeed eſtabliſh the old ceremo- 
nial Law : We know that this is aboliſhed for ever. 
Much leſs do we eſtabliſh the whole Moſaic Diſ- 
peuſation. This, we know, our Lord has nailed <}. 
to his Croſs. Nor yet do we ſo eſtabliſh the mo- 
ral Law which it is to be feared, too many do) 
as if the fulfilling it, the keeping all theCommand - 
ments, were the Condition of our Juſtification. 
If it were fo, ſurely in his Sight, ſbould no Man 
living be juſtified. But all this being allowed, we 
ſtill in the Apoſtle's Senſe e/tabliſh the Law, the 


moral Law. 


I. 1. We #/tabliſh the Law, Firſt, By our Doc- 
trine : By endeavouring to preach it in its whole 
Extent, to explain and inforce every Part of it, 
in the ſame manner as our great Teacher did, 
while upon Earth. We eſtabliſh ir, by follow- 
ing St. Peter's Advice, any Man ſpeak let him 
ſpeak as the Oracles of GOD ; as the holy Men of 
old moved by the Holy Ghoſt, ſpoke and wrote 
for our Inſtruction, and as the Apoſtles of our 
bleſſed Lord, by the Direction of the ſame Spirit. 
We eſtabliſh it whenever we fpeak in his Name, 
by keeping back nothing from them that heat; 
by declaring to them any without Limitation or 


Reſerve, the whole Counte! of GOD. And in or- 
der 


„ Fo. OS S.. 


( 49 ) 


der the more effectually to eſtabliſh it, we. uſe 
herein great Plainneſs of Speech. Wie are not as 
many that corrupt the Ward of GOD, ar,: 
(as artful Men their bad Wines) we do not cau- 
ponize, mix, adulterate or ſoften it, to make ix 
ſuit the Taſte of the Hearers. But as of Sincerity, 
but as of GOD in the Sight of GOD, fpeak we in 
Chrift : As having no other Aim, than by Mani- 
feſtation of the Truth, to commend ourſelves to every 
Man's Conſcience in the Sight of GOD. 

2. We then by our Doctrine eſtabliſh the Law, 
when we thus openly declare it to all Men: And 
that, in the Fulneſs wherein it is delivered by our 
bleſſed Lord and his Apoſtles: When we pub- 
liſh it in the Height and Depth and Length and 
Breadth thereof. We then eſtabliſn the Law, 
when we declare every Part of it, every Com- 
mandment contained therein, not only in its full 
literal Senſe, but likewiſe in its ſpiritual Meaning: 
Not only with Regard to the outward Actions, 
which it either forbids or enjoins : But alſo with 
Reſpect to the inward Principle, to the Thoughts, 
Deſires and Intents of the Heart. 

3. And indeed this we do the more diligently, 
not only becauſe it is of the deepeſt Importance; 
inaſmuch as all the Fruit, every Word and Work, 
muſt be only Evil continually, if the Tree be 
evil, if the Diſpoſitions and Tempers of the 
Heart, be not right before GOD : But likewiſe, 
becauſe as important as theſe Things are, they 


are little conſidered or underſtood. So little, that 


we may truly fay of the Law too, when taken 
in its full ſpiritual Meaning, It is a My/tery 
which was hid frem Ages and Generations ſince the 
Forli began. It was —_ hid from the jw 

en 
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then World. They, with all their boaſted Wi- 


dom, neither found out GOD, nor the Law of 
GOD, not in the Letter, much leſs in the Spirit 
of it. Their fooliſh Hearts were more and more 
darkened, while profeſſing themſelves wiſe, they be- 
came Fools. And it was almoſt equally hid, as to 
its ſpiritual Meaning, from the Bulk of the Jewiſh 
Nation. Even theſe who were ſo ready to de- 


clare concerning others. this People that know not 


the Law, ts accurſed, pronounced their own Sen- 
tence therein, as being under the ſame Curſe, 
the ſame dreadful Ignorance. Witneſs our Lord's 
continual Reproof of the wiſeſt among them, for 
their groſs Miſinterpretations of it. Witneſs the 
Suppoſition almoſt univerſally received among 
them, that they needed only to make clean the 
Outſide of the Cup : that the paying Tythe of 
Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, outward Exactneſs 
would atone for inward Unholineſs ; for the total 
Neglect both of Juſtice and Mercy, of Faith and 
the Love of GOD. Yea, ſo abſolutely was the 
ſpiritual Meaning of the Law hidden from the 
wiſeſt of them, that one of their moſt eminent 
Rabbi's comments thus, on thoſe Words of the 
Pſalmiſt, If I zncline unto Iniquity with my Heart, 
the Lord will not hear me : That is, ſaith he, if 
it be only in my Heart, if I do not commit out- 
ward Wickedneſs, the Lord will not regard it ; 
he will not puniſh me, unleſs I proceed to the out- 

ward Act | 
4. But alas] The Law of GOD, as to its 
inward ſpiritual Meaning, is not hid from the 
Jews or Heathens only, but even from what is 
called the Chriſtian World ; at leaſt, from a vaſt 
Majority of them. The ſpiritual Senſe 3 the 
Om - 


E 

Commandments of GON, is ſtill a Myſtery to 
theſe alſo. Nor is this obſervable only in thoſe 
Lands, which are overſpread with Romiſh Darkneſs 
and Ignorance. But this is too ſure, that the far 
greater Part, even of thoſe, who are called re- 
formed Chriſtians, are utter Strangers at this Day 
to the Law of Chriſt, in the Purity and Spiritu- 
ality of it, « 

5. Hence it is that to this Day the Scribes and 
Phariſees, the Men who have the Form but no: 
the Power of Religion, and who are generally 
wiſe in their own Eyes, and righteous in their 
own Conceits; hearing theſe Things are offended : 
Are deeply offended, when we ſpeak of the Re- 
ligion of the Heart, and particularly when we 
ſhew, that without this, were we to give all our 
Goods to feed the Poor, it would profit us nothing. 
But offended they muſt be : For we cannot but 
{peak the Truth as it is in Jeſus. It is our Part, 
whether they will hear or whether they will forbear, 
to deliver our own Soul. All that is written in the 
Book of GOD we are to declare, not as pleaſing 
Men, but the Lord. We are to declare not only 
all the Promiſes, but all the T't.reatnings too which 
we find therein. At the ſame Time that we pro- 
claim all the Bleſſings and Privil-zes, which GD 
had prepared for his Children, we are likewiſe 
to teach all the Things, whatſoever he hath command- 
ed. And we know, that all theſe have their 
Uſe; either for the awakening thoſe that ſleep, 


the inſtructing the Ignorant, the comforting the 


Feeble-minded, or the building up and perfecting 


of the Saints. We know that all Scripture, given 
„ Inſpiratim of GOD,, is profitable either for 
Doctrine, or for Reproof, either for Correction or 


| for Iuſtruction in rg : And that the Man 
| 2 
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7 GOD, in the Proceſs of the Work of GOD 
in his Soul, has need of every Part thereof, that 
he may at length be perfect, thro'ly furniſhed unto all 
good Works, 
6. It is our Part, thus to preach Chriſt, by 
preaching all Things whatſoever he hath revealed. 
e may indeed Without Blame, yea, and with a 
peculiar Bleſſing from GOD, declare the Love of 
our Lord Jcſus Chriſt, We may ſpeak, in a 
more eſpecial Manner, the Lord our Righteouſneſs. 
We may expatiate upon the Grace of GOD mn 
Chrijl, reconciling the I orid unto himjelf. We 
may, at proper Opportunities, dwel} upon his 
Praiſe, as bearing the Jniquities ef us all, as waund- 
ed for aur Trang aliens and bruiſed for our Inigui- 
ties, that by His Siripes ide might be healed. But 
ſtill we ſhould nat preach C brift, according to his 
Word, if we were wholly to confine ourſelves to 
this. We are not ourſelves clear before GOD, 
unjeſs we proclaim bim in all his Offices. To 
french Chrijt, as a Workman that needeth not 
io be amamed, is to preach him not only as 
gu: great Hh 10 -prieftl, taken from among Men, 
and erdained "for Aen, in Ibings pertaining to 
6 0D; as ſuch, reconciling us to GOD by his 
Blood, and ever living to make 2 for us 
But likewiſe as the Prophet of the 
GOD is made unto us Wiſdom. Who by his Woid, 
and his Spirit, is wit us always, guiding us into 
all Truth: Yea and as remaining a King for 
ever ; as giving Laws to all whom he has bought 
with his Blood: As reſtoring thoſe to the Image 
of GOD, whom he had firſt re-inſtated in his 
Fayour : As reigning in all believing Hearts, un- 
til he has ſubdued all Things to himſelf ; * he 
act 
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hath any cat ont all Sin, and brought in ede 
lajling Rightrouſneſs. 


1 1. We eftabliſh the Law, Secondly, when 
we ſo preach Faith in Chriſt, as not to ſuperſede, 
but produce Holineſs : To produce 21] Manner of 
Holineſs, negative and poſitive, of the Heart and 
of the Life. nt 1 | 

In order to this, we continually declare (what 
ſhould be frequently and deeply conſidered, by all 
who would not mate void the Law thro Faith) 
that Faith itſelf, even Chriſtian Faith, the Faith 
of GObD's Elect, the Faith of the Operation of 
GOD, fill is only the Handmaid of Love. As 
lorious and honourable as it is, it is not the 
ind of the Commandment. GOD hath given 
this Honour to Love alone : Love is the End of 
all the Commandments of GOD. Love is the 
End, the ſole End of every Diſpenſation of GOD, 
from the Beginning of the World, to the Con- 
ſummation of all Things. And it will endure 
when Heaven and Earth flee away ; for Love alone 
never faileth, Faith will totally fail: It will be 
ſwallowed up in Sight, in the everlaſting Viſion 


of GOD. But even then Love 


Its Nature and its Office ſtill the ſame, 
Laſting its Lamp and unconfum'd its Flame, 
In deathleſs Triumph ſhall ior ever live 
And endleſs Good diffuſe, and endicis Praiſe 
receive.” | 


2. Very excellent Things are ſpoken of Faith, 
and Aw ther is a Partaker thereof, may well 
ſay with the Apoſtle, Thanks be 10 60, for his 
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e:nſpeakable Gift, Yet ſtill it loſes all its Excel- 
lence, when brought into a Compariſon with 
Love. What St. Paul obſerves_ concerning the 
ſuperior Glory of the Goſpel, above that of the 
Law, may with great Propriety be ſpoken of the 
ſuperior Glory of Love, above that of Faith. 
Even that which was made glorious, hath no Glory 
in this reſpect, by reaſon of the Glory that excelletb. 


For if that which is done away is glorious, much 


more doth that which remaineth exceed in Glory. Yea, 
all the Glory of Faith before it is done away, 
ariſes hence, That it miniſters to Love. It is the 
great temporary Means which GOD has or- 
dained to promote that eternal End. 

3. Let thoſe who magnify Faith beyond all 
Proportion, ſp as to ſwallow up all Things elſe, 
and who ſo totally miſapprehend the Nature of it, 
as to imagine it ſtands in the Place of Love, con- 
ſider farther, That as Love will exiſt after Faith, 
ſo it did exiſt long before it. The Angels, who 
from the Moment of their Creation, beheld the 
Face of their Father that is in Heaven, had no 
Occaſion for Faith, in its general Notion, as it is 
the Evidence of Things not ſeen. Neither had 
they Need of Faith, in its more particular Accepta- 
tion, Faith in the Blood of Jeſus: for he took 
not upon him the Nature of Angels; but only 
the Seed of Abraham, There was therefore no 
Place before the Foundation of the World, for 
Faith either in the general or particular Senſe, 
But there was for Love. Love exiſted from 
Eternity, in GOD, the great Ocean of Love. 
Love had a Place in all the Children of GOD, 
from the Moment of their Creation, They re- 

- ceived 
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ceived at once from their gracious Creator, to 

exiſt, and to love. | 
4. Nor is it certain (as inzeniouſly and plau- 

ſibly as many have deſcanted upon this) at 

Faith, even in the general Senſe of the Word, 


had any Place in Paradiſe. It is highly probable, 
from that ſhort and uncircumſtantial Account 


which we have in Holy Writ, That Adam before 


he rebelled againſt GOD, walked with him by 
Sight and not by Faith, 


«© For then his Reaſon's Eye was ſtrong and clear, 
And as an Eagle can behold the Sun, 
Might have beheld his Maker's Face as near, 
As th' intellectual Angels could have done.” 


He was then able to talk with him Face to Face, 
whoſe Face we cannot now fee and live, And 
conſequently had no Need of that Faith, whoſe 
Office it is, to ſupply the Want of Sight. 

5. On the other Hand, it is abſolutely certain, 
Faith in its particular Senſe had then no Place. 
For in that Senſe it neceſſarily preſunnoſes Sin, 
and the Wrath of GOD declared againſt the 
Sinner : Without which there is no Need of an 
Atonement for Sin, in order to the Sinner's Re- 
conciliation with GOD. Conſequently, as there 
was no Need of an Atonement before the Fall, 


ſo there was no Place for Faith in that Atonement : 


Man being then pure from every Stain of Sin, 
holy as GOD is holy. But Love even then filled 
his Heart. It reigned in him without a Rival, 
And it was only when Love was loſt by Sin, that 
Faith was added, not for its own Sake, nor with 


any 


11 

any Deſign, that it ſhould exiſt any longer, than 
until it had anſwered the End for which it was 
ordained, namely, To reſtore Man, to the Love 
from which he was fallen. At the Fall there- 
fore was added this Evidence of Things unſeen, 
which before was utterly needleſs : This Confi- 
dence in redeeming Love, which could not poſ- 
fibly have any Place, till the Promiſe was made, 
that the Seed of the Woman ſhould bruiſe the 
Serpent's Head. 

6. Faith then was originally deſigned of GOD, 
to re-eftabliſh the Law of Love. Therefore in 
ſpeaking thus, we are not undervaluing it, or 
rodbing it of its due Praiſe : But on the contrary 
ſhewing its real Worth, exalting it in its juſt Pro- 
portion, and giving it that very Place which the 
Wiſdom of GOT) aſſigned it from the Beginning. 
It is the grand Means cf reſtoring that holy Love, 
wherein Man was originally created. It follows, 
that altho' Faith is of no Value in itſelf (as nei- 
ther-is any other Means whatſoever) yet as it 
leads to that End, the eſtabliſhing anew the Law 
of Love in our Hearts, and as, in the preſent 
State of Things, it is the only Means under 
Heaven for effecting it: It is, on that Account, 
an unſpeakable Bleſſing to Man, and of unſpeak- 
able Value beſore GOD. 


III. 1. And this naturally brings us to obſerve, 
Thirdly, The moſt important Way of e/tabli/h- 
ing the Law: Namely, The eſtabliſhing It in our 
own Hearts and Lives. Indeed without this, what 
would all the reſt avail? We might eſtabliſh it 
by our Doctrine; we might preach it in its 
whole Extent, might explain and inforce every 

Part 
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Part of it. We might open it in its moſt ſpiri- 
tual Meaning, and declare the Myſteries of the 
Kingdom: We might preach Chriſt in all his 
Offices, and Faith in Chriſt, as opening all the 
Treaſures of his Love. And yet all this Lime, 
if the Law we preached, were not eſtabliſhed in 
our Hearts, we ſhould be of no more Account 
before GOD, than ſeunding Braſs or timing 
Cymbals. All our Preaching would be fo far iron 
83 ourſelves, that it would only increa!- our 
amnation. 

2. Luis is therefore the main Point to be con- 
ſidered, How may we eſtabliſh the Law in gur 
owa Hearts, ſo that it may have its full Influence 
on our Lives? Aud this can only be done sy 
Faith, 

Faith alone it is, which effectuali; anſwers ws 
End, as we learn trom daily Experience. For 
fo long as we walk by Faith not by Sight, we go 
ſwiftly on in the Way of Holineſs. While we 
ſteadily Icok, not at the Things which are ſeen, 
but at thule which are not ſeen, we are more and 
more crucihed to the World and the World 
crucified to us. Let but the Eye of the Soul be 
conſtantly fixed, not on the Things which are 
temporal, but on thoſe which are eternal, and our 
Aitections are more and more looſened from 
Earth, and fixed on Things above. So that Faith 
in general is the moſt direct and effectual Means 
of promoting all Righteouſneſs and true Hok- 
neſs: Of eſtabliſhing the holy and ſpiritual 
Law, in the Hearts of them that believe. 

3. And by Faith, taken in its more particular 
Meaning, for a Confidence in a pardoning GOD, 
we eſtabliſh his Law in our @wn Hearts, 3 
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fill more effectual Manner, For there is no 
Motive which ſo powerfully inclines us to love 
GOD, as the Senfe of the Love of GOD in 
Chrift. Nothing enables us like a piercing Con- 
viction of this, to give our Hearts to him who 
was given for us. And from this Principle of 
gratefu] Love to God, ariſes Love to our Bro- 
ther alſo. Neither can we avoid loving our 
Neighbour, if we truly believe the Love where- 
with GO!) hath loved us. Now this Love to Man 
grounded on Faith and Love to GOD, worketh 
no Ii! to our Neighbour. Conſequently, it is (as 


the Apoſtle oblerves) the fulfilling of the whole ne- 


gative Law. For this, Thou ſhalt not commit A.- 
aultery, Thou ſhalt not fill, Thou ſhalt not fleal, 
Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs, Thou ſhalt not covet * 
And if there be any other Commandment, it is briefly 


comprehended in this Saying, Thou ſhalt love thy 


Neighbour as thyſelf. Neither is Love content 
with barely working no Evil to our Neighbour, 
It continually incites us to do Good : As we have 
Time, and Opportunity, to do Good in every 
poſſible Kind and in every poſſible Degree to all 
Men. It is therefore the fulfilling of the poſitive 
likewiſe, as well as of the negative Law of 

COD. | 
4. Nor does Faith fulfil either the negative or 
poſitive Law, as to the external tart only: But 
it works inwardly by Love, to the purifying of 
the Heart, the cleanſing it rom all vile Agcctions. 
I very one that hath this Faith in himſelf, purifieth 
Hime, even as be is pure: Purifieth himfelt from 
every earthly, ſenſual Deſire, trom all vile and 
inordinate Affechons: Yea, from the Whole of 
that carnal Mind, which is * nity againſt 28 7 
| t 
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At the fame Time, if it have its perfect Work, 
it fills him with. all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and 
Truth. It brings all Heaven into his Soul, and 
cauſes him to walk in the Light even as GOD is 
in the Light. 

5. Let us thus endeavour to eſtabliſh the Law 
in ourſelves: Not ſtning becauſe we are under 
Grace, but rather uſing all the Power we receive 
thereby, to fulfil ai! Righteouſn:ſs. Calling to 
Mind, what Light we received fem GOD, 
while his Spirit was convincing us Sin, let us 
beware we do not put out chat gut; what we 
had then attained let us hold at. Let nothing 
induce us to build again wha: we have deſtroyer 
to reſume any Thing, imail or great, which we 
then clearly ſaw was not for the Glory of 30D, 
or the Profit of our own Soul: Or to n-2let 
any thing, imal! or great, which we couid not 
then neglect, without a Check from Hur own 
Conſcience, To increate and perfect the Light 
which we had before, iet us now add the Light 
of Faith, Confirm we the former Gift of GOD, 
by a deeper Senſe of whatever he had chen ſhewn 
us: By a greater Tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
and a more exquiſite Senſibility of Sin, Walk- 
ing now with Joy and not with Fear, in aclear, 
ſteady Sight of Things Eternal, we ſhall look on 
Pleaſure, Wealth, Praiſe, all the Things of - 
Earth, as on Bubbles upon the Water : Count- 
ing nothing important, nothing deſirable, no- 
thing worth a deliberate Thought, but only what 
is within the Veil, where Feſus juleth at the right 
Hand of GOD. | 

6. Can you ſay, Thou art merciful to my In- 
righteouſneſs : My Sins thu remembere/? no mara & 


Then 
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'Then ſor the Time to come, ſee that you fly from 
Sin, as from the Face of a Serpent. For how ae 
exceeding ſinful does it appear to you now ? How Wa 
heinous above all Expreſſion? On the other Hand 

in how amiable a Light do you now fee the holy 
and perfect Will of GOD? Now therefore labour 
that it may be fulfilled, both in you, by you and Wi 
upon you. Now watch and pray that you —_ ſin 
no more, that you may ſee and ſhun the leaſt 
'Franſgreflion of his Law. You ſee the Motes 
which you could nor fee before, when the Sun 
ſhines into a dark Place In like Manner, you fee FR 
the Sins which you could not ſee before, now the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines in your Heart, Now BB 
then do all Diligence to walk in every reſpect, ac- 
cording to the Light you have received. Now be 
gealous to receive more Light daily, more of the 
Knowledge and Love of GOD, more of the Spi- 
rit'of Chriſt, more of his Life, and of the Power of 


his Reſurrection, Now uſe all the Knowledge 
and Love and Life and Power you have already 
attained, So ſhall Jon continually go on' from 


Faith to Faith. So ſhall you daily increaſe in holy 
Love, till Faith is ſwallowed up in Sight, and the 
Law of Love eftabliſhed to all Eternity. | 
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